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Message from Court Regent  MESSAGE ON ADVENT
I love the season of Advent, a time for us to ready ourselves for the birth of our
Savior. The season begins in penitence. It’s color, purple; the symbol for
Christians of preparation and forgiveness. It provides us a time to reflect on how
God works in each of our lives.
Our personal reflection does not happen on its own. We must purposely set
aside time to pray; to study God’s Word; to worship; and, to prepare for His
coming. Pope Francis, in one of his homilies stated that Advent is a good time
“for purifying the spirit, for making our faith grow through this purification.” His
Holiness continued that, “faith can sometimes become a habit for us; we can get
used to it, forgetting its ‘liveliness’.” He warned that when faith becomes a habit,
“we lose that strength of the faith, that newness of the faith that is always
renewed.”
Vigilance and prayer are two common words for Advent. Historically, the
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“Open our hearts Lord to the beauty of this hopefilled season, and prepare us to welcome
Christ into our life.” May this advent season ready you!

Melissa Mellen, Regent
PRAYER CORNER
Please pray for Bryan Sambo, fiance' of Brenda Masters, recovering from
Covid; Steve Curtis, nephew of Evelyn Irving, who has cancer; Barbara Barnes,
our State Regent, who has cancer; Paulette Kreuger, recovering from hip surgery;
and Fran Brown, who was in the hospital Please continue to pray also for Bev
Jopeck and Paula Bunce and her daughter Suzi.
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Jim Minzie, a long time volunteer
and parishioner of OLW and SPC, who died on October 30, 2021, and for Johnny
Barnes, husband of Barbara Barnes, who died November 12th  both died from
Covid 19. Also pray for Naomi Mellen, Mother of Barry Mellen, who died
October 7, 2021.
Let's always keep in our prayers all Catholic Daughters, parishioners of Our Lady
of the Woods, St. Peter Chapel and all family and friends who are in need of our
prayers.
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Message from the Editor
I want to thank all of my CDA Sisters for your prayers and kindness while I
was recovering from my recent knee replacement surgery. Our Court has become
more than a group of faithful Catholic women doing what we can for our Church
and our community. The bond we share makes us a family. Thank you.
As quoted before in my December 2020 newsletter: As Norman Vincent
Peale has written, “Christmas waves a magic wand over this world, and, behold,
everything is softer and more beautiful.” It is so true  people smile more, give
more hugs, connect more with family and friends, and for a while, our world
becomes a place of bright lights, Christmas trees, good food, and LOVE. Jim and
I don't have family near us, but we have friends that share this beautiful season
with us. The birth of Jesus Christ has been inspiring people for two thousand
years. This Christmas, I hope you are inspired to embrace your faith with a new
boldness.
I want to wish you all a very Merry and Blessed Christmas. Christmas is the
time for faith to bring our families together. It is a glorious time of year with joy
and good will. Let us try and make every day like Christmas. From my home and
my family, I wish you and yours a very faithfilled Christmas.
God Bless You All! Evelyn Irving, Newsletter Editor
UPCOMING COURT NEWS
*******************************************
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL
One of the most festive events of the Catholic Daughter calendar is, of course, our annual
Christmas Social. This year, since we had our 2020 Christmas social in July 2021, our
2021 Christmas Social will be held on January 11, 2022 at the home of Evelyn Irving,
starting at 6 pm. This is on the Tuesday we would normally have a court meeting  but
since we do not meet in January (because of our Standing Rules), it was voted to have our
Christmas Social instead. Please come to the December 14th court meeting for the details.
We will be drawing names for gifts.

*******************************************
BAKE SALES WITH THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Our Court will be having our future bake sales on the Sundays that the Knights of
Columbus have their breakfast. It was voted on that for the December bake sale (if the
Knights are having a breakfast in December), that we would concentrate on selling
Christmas cookies or other baked goods decorated for Christmas. The bake sales would be
on the second Sunday of the month.

*******************************************
CHANGE MEETING PLACE TO DOWNSTAIRS?
A topic of discussion at our November court meeting was changing our meeting from
upstairs to downstairs in the administrative building of OLW. The main reason is that there
are no restrooms upstairs and many members cannot handle the stairs. Melissa will be
talking to the church office people  so "stay tuned"!!

*******************************************
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ONE NATION WALKING TOGETHER
AN INVITATION FROM ONE NATION WALKING TOGETHER
ONWT is inviting the Catholic Daughters, Court Our Lady of Peace, to have a Holiday
Food Drive, with the inclusion of any winter weather items (new or gently used) for kids
and adults.
This will be CDA's contribution to the holiday giving to the Indian
Reservations they serve. Any contributions our members may want to make can be
delivered to our next meeting (December 14th). For questions or more details, please
contact Emily Pappadakis (719) 6861654). Another person who might be able to help
you is Irene Demers.

GARRETT LEUTE, Seminarian
As you recall, the family of Garrett Leute are parishioners of Our Lady of the Woods
Parish. Court Our Lady of Peace has "spiritually adopted" Garrett and he has decided to
enter into the local Solanus Casey Friary in Colorado Springs, which is a Capuchin
Franciscan Friary. He will be here approximately one year in Colorado Springs and then
will be going out of state for a period of time to continue his studies. He has taken a vow
of poverty. Our Court is continuing to send him cards of encouragement and prayers. The
address is: Mr. Garrett Leute, c/o Solanus Casey Friary, 5 University Drive, Colorado
Springs, CO 80910.

Prayers for our State Regent, Barbara Barnes
After hearing the news about our State Regent, Barbara Barnes, and the loss of the love
of her life, Johnny, the members of our Court expressed their sympathy and are continuing
to pray for Barbara and her family. We are all praying for Barbara to continue to fight
against her cancer.

Here are some prayers I recevied for Barbara:
MISSION
STATEMENT
Catholic
Daughters
of the Americas
strive to embrace
the principal of
faith working
through love in
the promotion of
justice, equality
and the
advancement of
human rights
and human
dignity for all.

We are still praying for Barbara as well. May God have angels wings wrapped around
her. (Brenda Masters)
********
I’m am deeply saddened to hear this news. May our loving Lord wrap his arms around
Barbara and her family and give them peace.
May God intervene and heal her from this wicked cancer….dearest God, we need her
leadership and wisdom in Catholic Daughters. Amen! (Melissa Mellen)
********
May all of our prayers surround the Barnes Family in this time of need. May God grant
them His love and healing during this time.
I will be saying a Rosary at exactly 8:00 pm tonight (Nov. 13), for Our Mother Mary to
intercede for Barbara  please join in at the same time
so we can all be there spirituallly together. (Julie Hatch)

WELCOME NEW MEMBER

We want to welcome our new member since the last newsletter:
LORRAINE PLUEMER
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National News
DATES TO
REMEBER

CDA Holy Hour Day
Every 1st Thursday
of the Month at
OLW & St. Peter
Chapel
at 6:00 pm
Next Meeting
Tuesday, Dec. 14,
2021
Our Lady of the
Woods
6:00 pm

In the October state newsletter, our National Rep, Susan Mone, was kind enough to
praise our Colorado Fall: "Many years ago, at a retreat, a nun told us that when we see
something beautiful like Colorado in the Fall, to imagine there being a gift tag that says,
'To you with love from God'. " After living here for a long time, I am one of those who
just takes our beauty for granted. I won't do that again. Evelyn
The National Board passed on some good information concerning our current status in
this Covid Pandemic  "here we are with another New Year's close, and some people still
are quarantined, testing positive for the virus, in hospitals and on ventilators and sadly
dying from Covid." We are being encouraged to take the necessary steps to keep
ourselves safe, but go about our lives and service with faith rather than fear. Remember
that God is in control  He has our backs!
In her message in the State Newsletter in November, Susan Mone' mentioned that she
was able to join the State Board's meeting by way of Zoom. She actually complimented
our State Board: "You are blessed to have a great board who are working hard together to
serve all the CDA members in CO. ... I can tell you that the good of CDA in CO is in
excellent hands."

State News
Christmas Social
Tuesday, January 11,
2022
Home of Evelyn
Irving
6:00 pm
Colorado State
Workshop
June 2426, 2022
Mount St. Francis
Colorado Springs,
CO
National Convention
July 2024, 2022
Puerto Rico
Colorado State
Convention
June 24, 2023
Grand Junction, CO

At the 2021 Colorado State Convention, there was a vote that passed to add CANINE
COMPANIONS as one of our State Charities. It was introduced by Carol Drury of Court
St. Teresa #980 in Sterling as she is a dog trainer for dogs to assist those in need of help 
someone who is blind; someone who is deaf; and many other areas of help. Court Our
Lady of Peace discussed making a donation to Canine Companions at the November 2021
meeting. We voted to donate $300 to our new State Charity.
The State Board is currently making plans for the State Workshop at the Franciscan
Retreat Center in Colorado Springs. It is scheduled for June 2426, 2022. It will take
place after the election of our new court officers that year. It is a great opportunity for all
new, and existing, officers to concentrate on learning their jobs, as well as connecting with
the members of the State Board. All state officers are always available to help and guide
all of us.
Our next State Convention will be in Grand Junction, Colorado and is set for June 24,
2023. It is being hosted by Court Mount of the Holy Cross.

Farewell and Thank You to a Friend
Jim Minzey was a true volunteer at Our Lady of the Woods and St. Peter's Chapel for
many years. Ever since I met him, he was a money
counter  he came every week to help, not just when his
team was scheduled. I enjoyed his sense of humor and
being very vocal about things that mattered to him. This
picture was taken on June 26, 2021 at the CDA Family
Fun Day at Our Lady of the Woods.. He came to
support our cause  for that I say thank you. Pictured
here are Paul and Connie Schneider and Jim Minzey. I
am proud to have known Jim Minzey. Evelyn Irving
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National News  MESSAGE FROM NAT'L REP SUSAN MONE'
Greetings to my CO CDA sisters.
What a busy and special time of year for all of us. We began November celebrating the
Blessings of all the saints of God and then praying for all the souls that have gone before
us.
And now we are preparing for Thanksgiving and the opportunity this year to gather with
family and friends in person. It is a special day for us all to be Thankful for the blessings in
our life. It is a time to look back over the last year to all the blessings that the Lord has
given us. And to Thank Him for carrying us though the rough times many have suffered.
Advent is just about upon us and what a special time for us to spend extra time in prayer
as we prepare for the Birthday of our Savior, Jesus Christ. We are so busy with decorating,
shopping, wrapping gifts, baking, and making plans for Christmas, but we need to make
time to remember and prepare for the Reason for the Season. We need Jesus to be our
priority.
Just as all of you have been busy, so has your National Board. Of course, there is all the
usual business of the daytoday business for our Catholic Daughters of the Americas, but
we have been doing lots of work and planning for National Convention 2022. The ladies in
Puerto Rico are so excited and doing all they can to make the convention special. CDA in
Puerto Rico is 100 years old and they have never hosted a convention. Now is the time for
them to shine and shine they will. The Executive Board has worked with them and visited
the site of the convention and I know you will all be pleased. I hope that you are planning
to join them and be a part of this convention. We all were so sad and disappointed the
convention had to be cancelled last year for the first time in our history, and so we are
finally, after 4 years, looking forward to being together in fellowship and to work on the
business of our organization and enjoy the fun. Remember, you don’t need a passport! And
the need for the travel ID driver’s license has been delayed until 2023, so no need for that
either. There are many details to work out for a National Convention which we have done,
and all the details will arrive right after the holidays. The hotel is large enough to hold us
all so no need to reserve extra rooms you won’t need.
I pray for all my CDA sisters every day at mass and during the upcoming holidays, I
will be adding extra prayers for you and your families that the Lord will give you peace
and happiness as His Birthday gift to you. I will pray that you all stay healthy in these
uncertain days as we take the necessary precautions, but live our life in Faith Not Fear. The
Lord is in control.
Have a very Blessed and Merry Christmas and God grant you many blessings in the
New Year 2022.

Peace and Joy,
Susan Moné
First Vice National Regent
THANK YOU!
Julie Hatch, Chairman of the Quality of Life Team, including the Giving Tree Project,
wants to say THANK YOU to all those volunteers who have helped sor far, and our
upcoming help, with the Giving Tree. The Catholic Daughters and the parishioners of Our
Lady of the Woods and St. Peter Chapel make a great team  and have for over 30 years.
Julie hopes all of you have a very Blessed and Merry Christmas.
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QUALITY OF LIFE
Alzheimer's Association Walkathon
Members of Court Our Lady of Peace #2728 participated in the 2021 Walk to End
Alzheimer's so we could show our support to all those who suffer from Alzheimer's and
dementia. We formed a Team and were able to raise nearly $2,000 for this worthy cause.
This was the first time our Court has ever walked and/or donated and we even had friends
and family walking with us. We were blessed with a beautiful day on October 2, 2021 for
our 1.5 mile walk. The event was full of fun and we were each given flowers to put names
of someone we loved that we have lost or to help care for those who suffered with
Alzheimers. There were a lot of informational booths, a DJ with a dance area, healthy
snacks, fruit, and plenty of water along the route. There was so much love and "coming
together" with our brothers and sisters in Chirst for a great cause.
Julie Hatch, Chairman of Quality of Life Committee

1) Gina, Julie, Melissa, Brenda, Kay, Irene, Alex, Debbie; (2) Irene Demers with Debbie
(Melissa's SisinLaw); (3) Group; (4) Julie Hatch and her Mom, Alex Gilman

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER FOR YOU
Pray that each Christmas,
Peace may last the whole year through,
That man may trust in faith
And fading hope renew.
Now Christ is born
To save the troubled soul of man;
Every hurt to heal,
Every depth to span.
Pray for the world
That peace fills every heart and mind,
That all may know His love,
His plan for all mankind.
MAURICE V. BOCHICCHIO
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Upcoming Holiday Mass Schedule

Thanksgiving Day, Nov 25th
Mass at 9:00am Our Lady of the Woods
Immaculate Conception, December 8th
Holy Day of Obligation
Mass at 6:00pm Our Lady of the Woods
Advent Penance Service, December 15th
6:00pm Our Lady of the Woods
Christmas Eve, December 24th
Mass at 4:30pm St. Peter Chapel &
Mass at 7:00pm Our Lady of the Woods
Christmas Day, December 25th
Mass at 12:00am (midnight) Our Lady of the Woods &
Mass at 9:00am Our Lady of the Woods
There is No 4:30 pm Vigil Mass for the Dec 26th Sunday Obligation
December 26th
Mass at 9:00am Our Lady of the Woods &
Mass at 12:00pm St. Peter Chapel

Solemnity of Mary, January 1st
Holy Day of Obligation
Mass at 9:00am Our Lady of the Woods &
Mass at 12:00pm St. Peter Chapel

4:30 pm Vigil Mass Our Lady of the Woods (for Jan 2nd Sunday Obligation)
Our Lady of the Woods

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord, January 2nd
9:00 am Our Lady of the Woods &
12:00 pm St. Peter Chapel
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Message from DEACON DAVE ILLINGWORTH
Dear Sisters in Christ,
Recently I have been thinking a lot about my personal prayer life and the need to spend
more dedicated and spontaneous time in prayer. What does that mean?
How is that done?
A classic definition of prayer is “lifting mind and heart to God". Our
problem can often times be that we don’t do that well. Rather, we tell
God the good stuff only or resort to “rote” or repetitive prayer or worse,
no prayer.
Going to Mass is a form of prayer to be sure, but it is actually a
liturgy of the Catholic Church that is focused on praising God in His
Word and in the Holy Eucharist. Praising God is one form of prayer,
but should not be the only form of prayer in our daily lives.
Praying a Rosary, reciting an Act of Contrition and adding a few Our Fathers, is good
but should not be all!
All of us should find time in our daily lives to lift our mind and heart to God. Share
with God our fears, frustrations, disappointments, cold spells, needs, desires and our
thanksgiving. This has to do with turning our lives over to God and listening to His
answer so that His will can be done and not just ours.
If we don’t share these emotions and petitions with God, we may not open ourselves to
His guidance. It is a lot like talking to our spouse and children. If we don’t share all, if
we leave something behind, we may not realize how beautiful our relationships can
become.
Our God is good. Our God is all knowing and all forgiving. He is the very essence of
real love. Talk to Him, share with Him, come to Holy hour and rest with Him.

Lift up your mind and heart to Him for guidance.
In Christ,
Deacon Dave
DIOCESAN NEWS
The Pope's intention for October: Missionary Disciples  We pray that every baptized
person may be engaged in evangelization, available to the mission, by being witnesses of a
life that has the flavor of the Gospel.
The Pope's intention for November: People Who Suffer from Depression  We pray that
people who suffer from depression or burnout will find support and a light that opens them
up to life.
Our new Bishop, Bishop James Golka, recently sent a letter to
my family (the Irving family) in which he discussed his growing up
in a large family and being one of ten children. "I will never forget
the vision of my mother sitting in my room talking to Jesus in the
same way she talked to a close friend. My mother taught me that I
could talk to our friend and Savior and take Him any problem or
trouble I had, but even more so share with Him my hopes, dreams
and joys." I have not met Bishop Golka, but I am very impressed
with him and his ability to spiritually and prayerfully guide us
forward in this troubling time. Evelyn Irving
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CIRCLE OF LOVE REPORTS
FAMILY 

Emily Pappadakis reported on "One Nation Walking Together".
There is more information on ONWT on Page 3 of this newsletter.
Irene Demers says: "Thank you to all of those responding to Care
Portal's Social Outreach to families in need. Please remember to
mmellen_2000@yahoo
document your response on the response forms noting your name and
.com
case number."
Savina Vejil
Vice Regent

savinabb6654@gmail.com

QUALITY OF LIFE 
Julie Hatch let us know that the WRAP Campaign  White Ribbons Against
Pornography (the end of October to the first week in November) went well. Also, the
Alzheimer's Walkathon in Colorado Springs on October 2, 2021, was a great success.
There is more information on the Alzheimer's Walkathon on Page 6 of this newsletter.

SPIRITUALITY 

Fran Brown, the leader of the Spirituality team, has been continuing her efforts in
making
Rosaries  along with six other ladies. If you would like to join them, or if you
Fran Brown
Recording Secretary would like to learn to make Rosaries, please contact Fran Brown.
Don't forget that the first Thursday of the month has been designated as the day the
Catholic Daughters will participate in Holy Hour. CDA Holy Hour is at both Our Lady of
the Woods and St. Peter's Chapel at 6:00 pm. Fran will send out reminders.
franmbro@gmail.com
Lynn Albert
Financial Secretary

Leadership

Each of you are LEADERS. All you need to do is develop the necessary qualities to be
motivated, such as: (1) Welcome challenges  (2) Have the flexibility to change  (3)
m.lynna@hotmail.com Have a sense of pride in your achievement  and (4) Set goals for yourself that are
stimulating and challenging! I am trying to encourage all of you to consider becoming an
Irene Demers officer in this court. Election of new officers is next year in the May / June time frame.
Treasurer Pray about it. Evelyn Irving, State Leadership Chairman

Our Next Meetings
ijdfam@aol.com

We meet at Our Lady of the Woods on the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 pm on the
upper level of the old church building so there is plenty of room for social distancing. Our
Evelyn Irving December meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 14th at 6:00 pm. Per our Standing
Editor Rules, we will not meet in January but our February meeting will be on Tuesday, February
8th at 6:00 pm and the March meeting is set for Tuesday, March 8th at 6:00 pm. Please
come early at 5:30 pm for refreshments and to "catch up" with your fellow Catholic
eirv898@msn.com Daughters! If you bring a guest to our meetings, then please come at 5:30 pm to meet us
and get acquainted. Don't forget our Christmas Social at Evelyn's house on Tuesday,
Deacon Dave January 11th at 6;00 pm.
Illingworth
Website Information
Spiritual Director
dillingworth
@diocs.org

Colorado State Board Website
To learn more about what is going on at the state level, please visit:
catholicdaughterscolorado.org. There is also a link to the National Board’s website on the
Colorado state website or you can go directly to National at catholicdaughters.org.

